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[bookmark: _Toc200544488]Overview
Amendments have been made to the prescribed forms in the Cemeteries and Crematoria Regulations 2025 (the Regulations). The updated forms must be used from 1 November 2025.
The amendments reflect minor administrative changes to reduce duplication, clarify requirements, and collect information to assist cemetery trusts’ operations. They were informed by feedback from cemetery trusts, peak bodies and funeral directors during engagement activities conducted by the Department of Health to support implementation of the Regulations after they came into effect on 15 June 2025.
The Regulations are available at: https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au <https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au>.
[bookmark: _Toc200544489]What’s changed?
The Regulations include 11 prescribed forms for applications to inter or cremate bodily remains, body parts and foetal remains in a public cemetery; to inter bodily remains in a private cemetery; to cremate bodily remains or body parts with an identifier or container reference number; and to apply to the Secretary for an exhumation licence. Changes to the forms are summarised below.
Applications for interment 
Form 1 – Application for interment authorisation – bodily remains
Form 2 – Application for interment approval – interment other than in a public cemetery
Form 3 – Application for interment authority – body parts (excluding foetal remains)
Form 4 – Application for interment authority – foetal remains which are not a still-born child
Amendments
Checkboxes have been added to record the type of container being used, such as a coffin, casket or other container.[footnoteRef:2] The applicant is expected to select one of the options or describe any other type of receptacle being used. This will provide necessary operational information for cemetery trusts to prepare interment sites to the correct shape and dimensions.  [2:  ‘Casket’ has been added throughout the Regulations to mirror this change to the forms.] 

In the examples of special interment requirements, ‘out-of-coffin burial’ is replaced with ‘shroud burial with backboard or without backboard’. The applicant or funeral director is expected to clearly detail the type of burial to be conducted to assist cemetery trusts to prepare the interment site and necessary equipment.  
Applications for cremation 
Form 5 – Application for cremation authorisation – bodily remains
Form 7 – Application for cremation authority – body parts (excluding foetal remains)
Form 8 – Application for cremation authority – foetal remains which are not a still-born child 
Amendments
Checkboxes have been added to record the type of container being used, such as a coffin, casket or other container. The applicant is expected to select one of the options or describe any other type of receptacle being used. This will provide necessary operational information for cemetery trusts to make appropriate cremation arrangements for the type of container used.
The requirement for a separate letter of authority nominating an agent to collect the cremated human remains has been removed. If the applicant wishes to nominate an agent, they should record the agent’s details in the application form. By signing the form, the applicant gives their authorisation for the agent to collect the cremated remains.
Interment or cremation of foetal remains 
Form 4 – Application for interment authority – foetal remains which are not a still-born child
Form 8 – Application for cremation authority – foetal remains which are not a still-born child
Amendments
In the section of the forms dealing with funeral arrangements, a new field has been added for ‘Additional information regarding the foetal remains (optional)’. Applicants may use this field to record other information about the foetal remains if they choose to, such as a name.
Accompanying documents
Form 1 – Application for interment authorisation – bodily remains
Form 2 – Application for interment approval – interment other than in a public cemetery
Form 5 – Application for cremation authorisation – bodily remains
Form 11 – Application to Secretary for exhumation licence
Amendments
The requirement to ‘attach’ a document, such as a death certificate, has been replaced with a requirement for the document to ‘accompany’ the application form. This clarifies the intent that these documents must be provided by the applicant in support of the application, but not necessarily retained in cemetery trust records. 
Implementation 
From 1 November 2025, the new prescribed forms must be used. Cemetery trusts must stop receiving old forms from this date. You can download templates of the 11 new forms from the Cemeteries and crematoria website <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/cemeteries-and-crematoria>. 
[bookmark: _Toc200544496]Contact us 
[bookmark: _Appendix_A:_Detailed]For further information about the Regulations, contact the department’s Legislative and Regulatory Reform Team at: <legandregreform@health.vic.gov.au>.
For enquiries about statutory approvals, contact Permits and Licensing at: <statutoryapprovals.cemeteries@health.vic.gov.au>.
For all other cemetery enquiries, contact Divisional Portfolio Entity and Appointments Advisory Unit at: <cemeteries@health.vic.gov.au>.
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