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What is the issue?
Very high levels of lead have been found in some formulations of powder products, sindoor and Kumkum. 
Lead is a harmful substance, especially for children, as it can affect their developing brains and behaviour. If children have access to these powder products, they may accidentally put it in their mouths and be exposed to lead.
Sindoor and Kumkum are usually applied to the skin for traditional or religious purposes. 
There are many different brands of sindoor and Kumkum available and not all contain lead, which is typically used as a colouring agent.
· Sindoor and Kumkum are considered cosmetics in Australian law. This means each ingredient and additive must be listed on the products for sale. If a product does not list its ingredients, it does not meet Australian law, and consumers and sellers will not know if it is free of lead.
· A product that says ‘100% pure sindoor’ is not a suitable listing of ingredients.
Recommendations
To be safe 
· Keep sindoor and Kumkum stored out of children’s reach. Children should not play with these powders because they may accidentally put it in their mouths.
· Use sindoor and Kumkum only for traditional and religious purposes. 
· Always only use them on the skin.
· Only purchase sindoor, Kumkum and similar cosmetic products with ingredients clearly listed and avoid any that contain lead. 

If you are concerned that your child may have eaten sindoor or Kumkum, see your doctor or contact the Victorian Poisons Information Centre on 13 11 26 between 8 am and 8 pm.
More information on lead exposure and your health, including symptoms of lead exposure, is found on the Better Health Channel website <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/Lead-exposure-and-your-health>: 

This information is also available on the Lead and your Health page <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/environmental-health/lead-and-human-health> on the department’s website.
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