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Frequently Asked Questions 
Victorian Postgraduate Mental Health Nurse Scholarships - $3,000
October 2025


Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide clear, accessible answers to common questions about the Victorian Postgraduate Mental Health Nurse Scholarship $3,000 program. It is designed to support prospective applicants by summarising key information from the program guidelines, helping them understand eligibility, application, assessment and payment processes. This document is not a substitute for the guidelines. Applicants should refer to the full guidelines for detailed requirements and instruction



What is the $3,000 scholarship?
This is a one-off scholarship funded by the Victorian Department of Health to support postgraduate study in mental health nursing. It aims to build capability and workforce sustainability in Victoria’s public mental health services.
How much funding is provided?
The scholarship provides a one-off payment of $3000 to nurses that are employed within a Victorian Mental Health and Wellbeing Service to contribute towards the cost of undertaking postgraduate studies.
How many scholarships are there?
There are approximately 117 scholarships available each year.
Who is eligible to apply?
You must:
· Be an Australian citizen, NZ citizen, permanent resident or humanitarian visa holder.
· Be employed (or commencing employment) in a Victorian Area Mental Health and Wellbeing Service, including Forensicare, in a role that requires nursing registration (0.5 FTE or more).
· Be enrolled or intending to enrol in a relevant postgraduate course in Semester 2, 2025 or Semester 1, 2026.
· Not have previously received this scholarship for the same course.
What courses are eligible?
Postgraduate nursing qualifications that:
· Are at Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) Level 8 or above. This includes Graduate Certificate, Graduate Diploma, Master’s, or Doctoral-level programs.
· Are provided by a The Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA) accredited university or higher education institution.
· Build skills in mental health nursing aligned with Victoria’s reform priorities.
Relevant degrees may include: 
· Master of Nursing (majoring in mental health) 
· Master of Mental Health Nursing 
· Graduate Diploma/Certificate in Mental Health Nursing 
· Master of Forensic Mental Health 
· Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma in Nursing Practice  
· Master of Advanced Nursing Practice 
· Graduate Certificate in Alcohol and Other Drug Studies 
· Master of Addictive Behaviours 
· Master of Professional Education and Training 
· Master of Advanced Nursing Practice
A list of courses approved for the 2025-2026 financial year are available below. 
What if my course is not on the example list?
Courses not listed may still be eligible if they meet the criteria in the guidelines. The Department of Health will assess unlisted courses on a case-by-case basis once you apply.
What can the scholarship be used for?
· Tuition fees or HECS/HELP repayments
· Study-related travel
· Childcare
· Books or materials
· Costs of attending training/workshops related to study
Can I defer my course?
No. As this is a once off payment, if you are deferring your course this semester you should apply again when you recommence studying.
Can I change my course?
Yes, as long as the course you change to meets the eligibility criteria. You must notify the Department of Government Services (DGS) of the change, to ensure the new course meets the eligibility requirements.
Can I apply if I’m receiving other funding?
No. You are ineligible if you’re receiving another Victorian Government-funded scholarship for the same study period. This includes but is not limited to scholarships provided by the Hamilton Centre and Turning Point.
What if my course has already started?
You can still apply for a scholarship if you have already commenced your course. However, scholarship payments cannot be backdated before semester 2 2025. 
 
Example 1: If your course began in Semester 2 2025 and your scholarship is approved in January 2026, your payments will be backdated to the beginning of your course. 
 
Example 2: If your course began in Semester 1 2025 and you are entering your second year in 2026, your payments will only be backdated to Semester 2 2025. 
Can I apply if I am studying part-time?
Yes. As long as you meet the employment (minimum 0.5 FTE) and course eligibility requirements.
What does FTE mean?
FTE stands for Full-Time Equivalent, which is a unit of measurement for the total number of hours worked by employees (full-time, part-time, etc.) in a company, expressed in terms of full-time work. Minimum 0.5 FTE means you should be working halftime or more to be eligible.
What happens if I withdraw from my course?
If you withdraw before payment is made, you will no longer be eligible for the scholarship. Applicants are required to advise the Department of Government Services at MHN.scholarships@grants.vic.gov.au with any changes to their application. 
If payment has already been made, you may be required to repay the funds 
What happens if I change employers during my course?
You must still be employed by a Victorian Area Mental Health and Wellbeing Service (including Forensicare) at the time of payment. If you change jobs, the new position must meet the same criteria.
How do I apply?
You must apply online via the official program portal via this link here
What are the key program dates?
Applications open: 11am 21 October 2025
Applications close: 4pm 17 December 2025
Application assessments: January-February 2026
Outcome notifications: March 2026
Payments: June 2026
What documents do I need to apply?
You may be required to provide:
· Proof of identity (AUS/NZ passport; Victorian driver licence or learner permit; Medicare card; foreign passport with an Australian visa) Proof of identity user guide <https://www.vic.gov.au/dgs-proof-identity-verification-user-guide>
· Unique Student Identifier (USI) and Student ID
· Letter confirming enrolment (Verification of Enrolment letter/Confirmation of Enrolment document)
What are the assessment criteria?
To be considered, you’ll need to submit four short statements (100–150 words each) that addresses the following:
· Why you chose mental health nursing.
· How the course aligns with your goals.
· Your commitment to public mental health services.
· How your learning supports person-centred, recovery-oriented care.
Please see the guidelines for further information.
Note: Use of AI-generated responses is discouraged. If you do choose to use AI tools, your statements must be personalised and clearly reflect your own experiences, attributes, and values.
How are applications assessed?
First, applications are checked for eligibility and given a prioritisation score based on the criteria within the guidelines. Please note, meeting the criteria does not guarantee a scholarship. Then applications are assessed for merit and scored by a Department of Health panel based on the four assessment questions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk203308620]The prioritisation and merit scores are combined to determine those applicants who will be successful for a grant. Once these applicants are selected, their employment status is confirmed with their employer (Victorian Area Mental Health and Wellbeing Service) and their enrolment status in an eligible program is confirmed using data from the Commonwealth Department of Education.
Once these checks are completed, applicants will be contacted with their outcome. Please see the guidelines for full details.
How are applicants weighted?
Extra weighting is given to eligible applicants who:
· Are first-time recipients of a Postgraduate Mental Health Nurse Scholarship ($3,000 and/or Full Course Fee)
· Work in regional or rural Victoria.
· Hold a Health Care or Pension Card.
· Have a disability.
· Identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.
If I’m unsuccessful, can I apply again?
Yes. You can apply in future rounds, provided you still meet the eligibility criteria at that time.



How are payments made?
Successful applicants will be contacted to submit a claim form after the 31 March 2026 census date and enrolment is confirmed. Payments will then be made by bank transfer in June 2026.
[bookmark: _List_of_approved]List of approved courses
	Graduate Certificate

	Graduate Certificate of Addictive Behaviour

	Graduate Certificate of Forensic Behavioural Science

	Graduate Certificate of Mental Health

	Graduate Certificate of Mental Health Nursing



	Graduate Diploma

	Graduate Diploma of Forensic Behavioural Science

	Graduate Diploma of Health (Perinatal and Infant Mental Health)

	Graduate Diploma of Mental Health

	Graduate Diploma of Mental Health Nursing Practice 

	Graduate Diploma of Psychology



	Master’s Degree

	Advanced Clinical Practice - Nurse Practitioner

	Master of Addictive Behaviours

	Master of Advanced Clinical Nursing

	Master of Advanced Nursing 

	Master of Advanced Nursing Practice ( Mental health)

	Master of Clinical Family Therapy

	Master of Clinical Nursing (Mental Health)

	Master Of Counselling

	Master of Forensic Behavioural Science

	Master of Health (Perinatal and Infant Mental Health)

	Master of Leadership and Management

	Master of Mental Health 

	Master of Mental Health Nursing

	Master of Mental Health Science

	Master of Nursing Leadership & Management in Health

	Master of Nursing Practice
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